
THE SIGNERS OF THIS STATEMENT call on
the people of the United States to resist the poli-
cies and overall political direction that have
emerged since September 11, 2001, and which
pose grave dangers to the people of the world.

WE BELIEVE that peoples and nations have the
right to determine their own destiny, free from
military coercion by great powers. We believe that
all persons detained or prosecuted by the United
States government should have the same rights of
due process. We believe that questioning, criti-
cism, and dissent must be valued and protected.
We understand that such rights and values are
always contested and must be fought for.

WE BELIEVE THAT PEOPLE OF CON-
SCIENCEMUST TAKE RESPONSIBILITY FOR
WHAT THEIR OWN GOVERNMENTS DO–WE
MUST FIRST OF ALL OPPOSE THE INJUSTICE
THAT IS DONE IN OUR OWN NAME. Thus we call
on all Americans to RESIST the war and repres-
sion that has been loosed on the world by the
Bush administration. It is unjust, immoral, and
illegitimate. We choose to make common cause
with the people of the world.

WE TOO WATCHED with shock the horrific
events of September 11, 2001. We too mourned
the thousands of innocent dead and shook our
heads at the terrible scenes of carnage–even as we
recalled similar scenes in Baghdad, Panama City,
and, a generation ago, Vietnam. We too joined the
anguished questioning of millions of Americans
who asked why such a thing could happen.

BUT THE MOURNING had barely begun, when
the highest leaders of the land unleashed a spirit
of revenge. They put out a simplistic script of
“good vs. evil” that was taken up by a pliant and
intimidated media. They told us that asking why
these terrible events had happened verged on
treason. There was to be no debate. There were
by definition no valid political or moral ques-
tions. The only possible answer was to be war
abroad and repression at home.

IN OUR NAME, the Bush administration, with 
near unanimity from Congress, not only attacked
Afghanistan but arrogated to itself and its allies 
the right to rain down military force anywhere
and anytime. The brutal repercussions have been
felt from the Philippines to Palestine, where
Israeli tanks and bulldozers have left a terrible
trail of death and destruction. THE GOVERN-
MENT NOW OPENLY PREPARES TO WAGE 
ALL-OUT WAR ON IRAQ–A COUNTRY WHICH
HAS NO CONNECTION TO THE HORROR OF
SEPTEMBER 11. WHAT KIND OF WORLD WILL
THIS BECOME IF THE U.S. GOVERNMENT HAS
A BLANK CHECK TO DROP COMMANDOS,
ASSASSINS, AND BOMBS WHEREVER IT
WANTS?

IN OUR NAME, within the U.S., the government 
has created two classes of people: those to whom 
the basic rights of the U.S. legal system are at 
least promised, and those who now seem to have 
no rights at all. The government rounded up over 
1,000 immigrants and detained them in secret
and indefinitely. Hundreds have been deported 

and hundreds of others still languish today in
prison. This smacks of the infamous concentra-
tion camps for Japanese-Americans in World
War II. For the first time in decades, immigra-
tion procedures single out certain nationalities
for unequal treatment.

IN OUR NAME, the government has brought
down a pall of repression over society. The
President’s spokesperson warns people to 
“watch what they say.” Dissident artists, 
intellectuals, and professors find their views 
distorted, attacked, and suppressed. The so-
called Patriot Act–along with a host of 
similar measures on the state level–gives 
police sweeping new powers of search and
seizure, supervised if at all by secret 
proceedings before secret courts.

IN OUR NAME, the executive has steadily
usurped the roles and functions of the other
branches of government. Military tribunals with
lax rules of evidence and no right to appeal to the
regular courts are put in place by executive order.
Groups are declared “terrorist” at the stroke of 
a presidential pen. 

WE MUST TAKE THE HIGHEST OFFI-
CERS OF THE LAND SERIOUSLY WHEN THEY
TALK OF A WAR THAT WILL LAST A GENERA-
TION AND WHEN THEY SPEAK OF A NEW
DOMESTIC ORDER. We are confronting a new
openly imperial policy towards the world and a
domestic policy that manufactures and manipu-
lates fear to curtail rights.

THERE IS A DEADLY TRAJECTORY to the
events of the past months that must be seen for
what it is and resisted. Too many times in history
people have waited until it was too late to resist. 

PRESIDENT BUSH HAS DECLARED: “you’re
either with us or against us.” Here is our answer:
We refuse to allow you to speak for all the
American people. We will not give up our right to
question. We will not hand over our consciences
in return for a hollow promise of safety. We say
NOT IN OUR NAME. We refuse to be party to
these wars and we repudiate any inference that
they are being waged in our name or for our 
welfare. We extend a hand to those around the
world suffering from these policies; we will 
show our solidarity in word and deed.

WE WHO SIGN this statement call on all
Americans to join together to rise to this chal-
lenge. We applaud and support the questioning
and protest now going on, even as we recognize
the need for much, much more to actually stop
this juggernaut. We draw inspiration from the
Israeli reservists who, at great personal risk,
declare “there IS a limit” and refuse to serve 
in the occupation of the West Bank and Gaza.

WE ALSO DRAW ON the many examples of
resistance and conscience from the past of the
United States: from those who fought slavery
with rebellions and the underground railroad, 
to those who defied the Vietnam war by refusing
orders, resisting the draft, and standing in 
solidarity with resisters.

A STATEMENT OF CONSCIENCE

LET IT NOT BE SAID that people in the United States did nothing when their government
declared a war without limit and instituted stark new measures of repression.

FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF THE 16,000+ SIGNERS OF THIS STATEMENT AND TO DOWNLOAD PRINTABLE VERSIONS IN SEVERAL LANGUAGES, VISIT WWW.NION.US. YOU CAN ALSO SIGN THE STATEMENT ON THE WEBSITE OR BY WRITING TO THE

ADDRESS BELOW. HELP PRINT THE NOT IN OUR NAME STATEMENT OF CONSCIENCE IN PUBLICATIONS ACROSS THE COUNTRY AND INTERNATIONALLY. MAKE YOUR TAX-DEDUCTIBLE CONTRIBUTION PAYABLE TO THE BILL OF RIGHTS FOUNDATION AND

MAIL TO NOT IN OUR NAME, 158 CHURCH ST., PMB 9, NEW YORK NY 10007. WE SUGGEST A $200 CONTRIBUTION, BUT ALL CONTRIBUTIONS LARGE OR SMALL HELP TO MAKE THE GOAL POSSIBLE. YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION WILL BE KEPT CONFIDENTIAL.

PRESIDENT BUSH has declared: “you’re either with us or against us.” Here is our answer:

NOT IN
OUR
NAME

JAMES ABOUREZK [FORMER U.S. SENATOR] · ROBERT ALTMAN · LAURIE ANDERSON · JOHN ASHBERY · EDWARD ASNER · RUSSELL BANKS

JOHN PERRY BARLOW · JOEL BEINEN [PROFESSOR OF MIDDLE EAST HISTORY, STANFORD] · MEDEA BENJAMIN · WILLIAM BLUM · JUDITH BUTLER · LESLIE CAGAN

[CHAIR, INTERIM PACIFICA RADIO NATIONAL BOARD] · KATHLEEN CHALFANT · NOAM CHOMSKY · RAMSEY CLARK [FORMER U.S. ATTORNEY-GENERAL] · BEN COHEN

[CO-FOUNDER, BEN & JERRY’S] · DAVID COLE [PROFESSOR OF LAW, GEORGETOWN] · PAULA COOPER · KIMBERLÉ CRENSHAW · ANGELA DAVIS · OSSIE DAVIS

ZACK DE LA ROCHA · MOS DEF · ANI DIFRANCO · JULIE DORF [INTERNATIONAL GAY & LESBIAN HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION] · MICHAEL ERIC DYSON · STEVE EARLE

BARBARA EHRENREICH · HECTOR ELIZONDO · DANIEL ELLSBERG · BRIAN ENO · EVE ENSLER · LEO ESTRADA [PROFESSOR OF URBAN PLANNING, UCLA]

FRANCES D. FERGUSSON [PRESIDENT, VASSAR COLLEGE] · LAWRENCE FERLINGHETTI · JANE FONDA · RICHARD FOREMAN · MICHAEL FRANTI

TERRY GILLIAM · MILTON GLASER · JEREMY M. GLICK [CO-EDITOR OF ANOTHER WORLD IS POSSIBLE] · DANNY GLOVER · LEON GOLUB · VIVIAN GORNICK

ANDRÉ GREGORY · JOHN GUARE · ALLAN GURGANUS · JESSICA HAGEDORN · SUHEIR HAMMAD · MICHAEL HARDT [AUTHOR OF EMPIRE]

DAVID HARVEY [PROFESSOR OF ANTHROPOLOGY, CUNY] · TOM HAYDEN · BELL HOOKS · ABDEEN JABARA [PAST PRES., AMERICAN-ARAB ANTI-DISCRIMINATION COMMITTEE]

MUMIA ABU-JAMAL · FREDRIC JAMESON [CHAIR OF THE LITERATURE PROGRAM, DUKE] · JIM JARMUSCH · CHALMERS JOHNSON [AUTHOR OF BLOWBACK]

BILL T. JONES · CASEY KASEM · EVELYN FOX KELLER[PROFESSOR OF HISTORY OF SCIENCE, MIT] · ROBIN D.G. KELLEY [PROFESSOR OF HISTORY AND AFRICANA STUDIES, NYU]

MARTIN LUTHER KING III [PRES., SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE] · BARBARA KINGSOLVER · C. CLARK KISSINGER [REFUSE & RESIST!]

YURI KOCHIYAMA · DAVID KORTEN [AUTHOR OF WHEN CORPORATIONS RULE THE WORLD] · BARBARA KRUGER · TONY KUSHNER · HARRIET LERNER

RABBI MICHAEL LERNER [EDITOR, TIKKUN MAGAZINE] · PHIL LESH [GRATEFUL DEAD] · LUCY R. LIPPARD · BARBARA LUBIN [MIDDLE EAST CHILDREN’S ALLIANCE]

JANET L. ABU-LUGHOD · AARON McGRUDER · DAVE MARSH · W.S. MERWIN · SUSAN MINOT · TOM MORELLO · ROBIN MORGAN

VIGGO MORTENSEN · LINDA NOCHLIN · CLAES OLDENBURG · PAULINE OLIVEROS · REV. E. RANDALL OSBURN [EXEC. V.P., SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN

LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE] · OZOMATLI · GRACE PALEY · JEREMY PIKSER [SCREENWRITER, BULWORTH] · FRANCES FOX PIVEN · KATHA POLLITT · MARCUS RASKIN

MICHAEL RATNER [PRES., CENTER FOR CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS] · AMY RAY [INDIGO GIRLS] · ADRIENNE RICH · BOOTS RILEY [THE COUP] · JAMES ROSENQUIST

JUDITH ROSSNER · EDWARD SAID · SUSAN SARANDON · SASKIA SASSEN [PROFESSOR OF SOCIOLOGY, CHICAGO] · JOHN SAYLES · JONATHAN SCHELL

[FELLOW, NATION INSTITUTE] · PETE & TOSHI SEEGER · WALLACE SHAWN · RON SHELTON · KEVIN SMITH · KIKI SMITH · NANCY SPERO

STARHAWK · GLORIA STEINEM · OLIVER STONE · MARK STRAND · MICHAEL TAUSSIG · MARISA TOMEI · COOSJE VAN BRUGGEN · GORE VIDAL

KURT VONNEGUT · ALICE WALKER · NAOMI WALLACE · LEONARD WEINGLASS · CORNEL WEST · HASKELL WEXLER · JOHN EDGAR WIDEMAN

SAUL WILLIAMS · JEFFREY WRIGHT · HOWARD ZINN · JOINED IN LOS ANGELES BY: JACE ALEXANDER · ARIS ANAGNOS · THERESA &

BLASE BONPANE [OFFICE OF THE AMERICAS] · ROSEMARY CARROLL · CULTURE CLASH · ROBBIE CONAL · DAVEY D · CAROL DOWNER [BOARD OF DIRECTORS,

CHICO FEMINIST WOMEN’S HEALTH CENTER] · DANNY GOLDBERG · JUAN GOMEZ-QUINONES [PROFESSOR OF HISTORY, UCLA] · ROBERT GREENWALD

RAKAA IRISCIENCE · SALLY KIRKLAND · JAMES LAFFERTY [NATIONAL LAWYERS GUILD] · MALAQUIAS MONTOYA · SHEILA PINKEL · JERRY QUICKLEY

VAN DYKE PARKS · PILAR PEREZ · REV. GEORGE REGAS [INTERFAITH COMMUNITIES UNITED FOR JUSTICE AND PEACE] · KATE ROBIN · ALLISON SAAR

CHARLOTTE SHEEDY · ZACHARY SKLAR · MICHAEL SLATE · SCOTT SPENCER · KEN TAYLOR · DAVID ZEIGER · [ORGANIZATIONS FOR IDENTIFICATION ONLY]

LET US NOT ALLOW the watching world today to despair of our silence and our failure to act. Instead, let the world
hear our pledge: we will resist the machinery of war and repression and rally others to do everything possible to stop it. 


